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Good morning.  Is it hot enough for you?  At least we’re not in the dry heat of Phoenix, or in the humid heat of Chicago, or in the earthquakes of Virginia, or the hurricanes of the East Coast, or the forest fires of NE Texas.  There’s always something to be grateful for, right?  It’s great worshiping with you again – to come together and focus on Jesus Christ, and on His claims on our lives – and on the invitations He continues to gives to His followers to turn over everything we have to Him and to His purposes, knowing that in doing so we’re not laying up treasures on earth, but that we’re laying up treasures in heaven (cf., MATTHEW 6:33-34).

Our with-God life is full of IF/THEN CLAUSES, in which what we DO and SAY, and what we CHOOSE, and what we THINK, and what we VALUE; all have consequences in our day-to-day lives.  Because as we become more like Jesus Christ, His thoughts begin to become our thoughts, and His words begin to become our words, and His actions begin to become our actions, and His priorities begin to become our priorities.  And this, and nothing short of this, is what it means to be growing, maturing, transforming followers of Jesus Christ.  Do you see it?

This morning we’re going to study through MARK 10:28-40.  But before we get into those thirteen verses, I want to share with you some thoughts I’ve had rumbling around in my heart and mind lately about how grateful I am for the PRIVILEGE to worship with each of you here at 2nd Street, and to share with you in the Mission of 2nd Street, and to teach God’s Word here with you on Sunday mornings, and on Thursday mornings, and at other times and places as the Lord opens the door for me to do so … with our staff, with our ministry leaders, with individuals, and with the couples and families I meet with throughout any given week.

Because no matter what I’m doing, I’m a pastor-teacher.  And so as I shepherd this flock (the word pastor literally means shepherd), whether it’s in groups large or small, or even one-on-one, I’m consistently bringing people into the presence of Jesus Christ by taking them into God’s written Word, the Bible and inviting them to allow it to become their spiritual compass and standard.

And so before we dig into our study of MARK 10:28-40, I want to share with you for a few minutes about the RESPONSIBILITY of being called to be a teacher of God’s Word.  Please turn with me in your Bibles to JAMES 3:1 …

JAMES 3:1 (PARAPHRASE)

1 Don’t strive to become teachers, my friends, for those who answer God’s call to be teachers will incur a stricter [greater] judgment than others putting their spiritual gifts to use in the Body of Christ [the church] and in the world.
The word stricter is a comparative adjective meaning greater and it indicates there will be different degrees of judgment at the Judgment Seat of Christ (ROMANS 14:10-12; FIRST CORINTHIANS 3:10-15; SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:10).  Therefore, being called as a teacher within the Body of Christ is a responsibility that mustn’t be taken lightly.

If I was teaching in detail this morning on the spiritual gift of teaching, I’d take us to EPHESIANS 4, ROMANS 12, or FIRST CORINTHIANS 12.  But for now, let me share with you three things that HAVE GOT TO BE TRUE of followers of Jesus Christ who answer God’s call to be teachers within His Body …

FIRST, TEACHERS OF GOD’S WORD MUST KNOW THE TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE IN THEIR HEADS, AS WELL AS IN THEIR HEARTS.

SECOND TIMOTHY 2:15 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE) 

15 [The Apostle Paul writes his protégé Timothy] Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the Word of truth. [emphasis added]

If teachers don’t have a knowledge of God’s Word that’s DEEP, and growing DEEPER still, and that’s BROAD, and is growing BROADER still, they won’t be able to effectively teach, or accurately handle God’s Word with others (cf. FIRST TIMOTHY 1:1-11, esp. v. 7).

SECOND, TEACHERS OF GOD’S WORD MUST VISIBLY, CONSISTENTLY, AND INTENTIONALLY LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE IN THE DAY-TO-DAY STUFF OF FAITH, LIFE, WORSHIP, RELATIONSHIP, AND SERVICE.

JAMES 1:22-25 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

22-23 Do what God’s teaching says; when you only listen and do nothing, you are fooling yourselves.  Those who hear God’s teaching and do nothing are like people who look at themselves in a mirror.  They see their faces and then go away and quickly forget what they looked like.

24-25 But the truly happy people are those who carefully study God’s perfect Law that makes people free, and they continue to study it.  They do not forget what they heard, but they obey what God’s teaching says.  Those who do this will be made happy.
 
Gang, this is one of the primary truths taught in The New Testament book of JAMES.  Those of us called to be teachers of God’s Word can usually teach better than we can live – and by that I mean that none of us are perfect.  Just ask our spouses or our kids.  But if we’re not consistently, visibly, and intentionally living out the truths found in God’s Word, the Bible, we have no business teaching God’s truth to God’s flock.

THIRD, TEACHERS OF GOD’S WORD MUST TEACH THE TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE … AND IN TURN, THEIR STUDENTS MUST LEARN.

MATTHEW 15:8-9 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

8-9 These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.  Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas [traditions and rituals] as commands from God.” [emphasis added]

I know this point probably seems pretty obvious, and as such, maybe really doesn’t even need to be pointed out, but it’s sadly lacking in many churches today – as many teachers aren’t really teaching God’s Word, but are settling instead for a mixture of pop-psychology, feel-good theology, and politically-correct, watered-down doctrine.

It’s my prayer this morning that God will deliver His church from this kind of counterfeit teachings of Who He is, and what He expects His followers to BELIEVE and DO.  And that those of us who are teachers of God Word would humbly ask Him to help us to consistently, intentionally, and visibly KNOW THE TRUTHS OF HIS WORD, LIVE OUT THE TRUTHS OF HIS WORD, and TEACH THE TRUTHS OF HIS WORD.

One of the things that teaching God’s Word verse-by-verse makes unavoidable, is that no matter what comes up next in the text, I have to deal with it, wrestle with it, teach through it, and then invite us as a flock to open up our eyes and ears to what God wants to say to us about Himself, about ourselves, and about one another in those passages.  And sometimes this is easier to do than other times.

Three weeks ago I taught through MARK 10:1-12 where Jesus shares God’s heart with us about marriage and divorce.  And even though the words I shared could have been hard to hear and accept, it was a good morning – and I received a lot of comments from you that God’s instruction to you as a flock on this topic was helpful, corrective, and healing.  So praise the Lord, for the way Jesus Christ teaches us through God’s Holy Word, when we’re attentive and receptive.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here this morning … which was also our FIRST FAITH LESSON three Sundays ago now … but it’s a truth that really bears repeating, so here it is again …

FAITH LESSON 

Sometimes God’s Word is a JOY for us to receive, and other times God’s Word is a BURDEN for us to receive.  But God’s Word is always PROFITABLE for us to receive.

MARK 10:28-29 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.”
29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake,

Coming right after the conversation Jesus had with The Rich Young Ruler in MARK 10:13-27, it’s like Peter (and no doubt the rest of the disciples) were contrasting themselves with The Rich Young Ruler and saying, “Jesus, The Rich Young Ruler might have walked away from You sad, but we’re right here with You.  We’ve left everything and followed You.  What’s OUR reward going to be?”

This is the second time in MARK the disciples have had this kind of a conversation.  Back in MARK 9:34 Jesus caught them discussing who would be the greatest in the Kingdom … and He told them “If anyone wants to be first, he will be last of all and servant of all” … which is almost identical to what Jesus says to them here in v. 31, “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”

Jesus wasn’t denying or minimizing the sacrifices His disciples had made in following Him.  But remember that MARK is the Gospel of Jesus Christ told through the eyes of the Apostle Peter and through the pen of his scribe John Mark.  And from what we know about the Apostle Peter (from our study of MARK so far, and from what we learned about Peter in our study of FIRST PETER a couple of years ago), doesn’t his question … “Hey, Lord, we’ve left everything to follow You” … seem typical of him … or MAYBE OF YOU AND ME?  Always wanting to get to the front of the line, to get the best seat, to get the most praise, or to come in first place …

ILLUSTRATION … I bet you’ve noticed that sometimes when one kid gets into trouble, another kid tries to score points. One kid gets busted or grounded, and moments later, you hear comments like …

“Dad, are there any chores you need help with?”
“Can I set the table?”
“Mom, I’ll take out the garbage.”
“Need me to mow the lawn?”

Sometimes it happens in our homes … but it also happen at work.  You’ve seen it.  I know that you have.  Somebody at work gets sent to the doghouse for a dumb stunt, and there’s always somebody else right there; hoping to better their own position.  And in this situation in MARK 10 Jesus answers Peter, and here’s what I hear Jesus saying to him, and also to you and me …

“You know what, Pete?  If you’ve really left all these things for My sake and for the sake of the Gospel, you’re going to be richly rewarded by My Father in Heaven.  But if you're jockeying for position in the Kingdom of God … or if you’re just trying to get to the front of the line because you want recognition, or because you think the portions dished out there are bigger, better, sweeter, or more precious, then you'll end up being last for sure.”

Gang, let’s follow Jesus Christ because we love Him, and because we’re grateful for the love He pours onto us, and for the new life and the new opportunities He brings to us, and for the blessings He showers onto us … and not for any other reason.
MARK 10:30-31 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.
31 “But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”

Friends, every sacrifice we make for Jesus Christ, and to live out the Gospel, and to further the Kingdom of God, and to invest into what God is up to, and to participate with God and with others emotionally, relationally, financially, and with our time … EVERY SACRIFICE WE MAKE FOR GOD, it will be given to back to us, as God provides for all of our needs out of His resources, and in accordance to His plans for our lives.  And more than likely, God’s provision for our lives will somehow involve the people we’re yoked with in the life and ministry of the local church.  And this is just one of the multitude of reasons God calls us as His people to be involved in the local church.

ILLUSTRATION … For instance, if Teresa and my house got hit by lightening in that funky storm early Friday morning, I know a hundred people I could call for help, and in fact, I know a hundred people who would probably CALL ME and take us into their homes.

Of if I walked out into the parking lot here after church and found out that the 1966 Ford Country Sedan station wagon I’ve been working on for six months and just started driving a couple of weeks ago now, wouldn’t start (which is a very real possibility), I know a whole lot of people who would offer me jump start or a ride home.

Because I’m part of the local church, the family of God, I have hundreds of houses, and cars, and family members, and so do you.  Do you see it?  THIS IS WHAT JESUS IS TALKING ABOUT HERE … AND TRYING TO GET HIS DISCIPLES TO SEE.

It’s an IMMUTABLE, IRREFUTABLE, UNMOVABLE, UNSHAKEABLE, UNCHANGEABLE fact of the Kingdom of God, that the more we open up our hands and hold things lightly and make ALL OF WHAT WE HAVE available to God for His purposes, the more we’ll enjoy the benefits and the blessings of the King and of the Kingdom of God — the hospitality, the networking, the love, the strength, the support, and the community of our Christ-family.  I love what pastor-teacher Jon Courson writes about this in his commentary on MARK …

Yes [as followers of Jesus Christ] there is sometimes persecution [for our faith].  But the extent to which we give is the extent to which our needs will be met in this life, and to which heaven will be enjoyed.

This reminds me of a prophetic quote spoken by the great but humble mid 19th-Century and early 20th-Century British missionary to China, Hudson Taylor … a man of vision, perseverance, and passion, who said …

“God’s work, done God’s way, will never lack God’s supply.”
In 1865, the year the American Civil War ended, Hudson and Maria Taylor founded China Inland Mission (now OMF International).  Including the years spent in China before his marriage, and before founding China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor spent 51 years in China.  Hudson and Maria were responsible for bringing over 800 missionaries to China, who began 125 schools that directly resulted in more than 18,000 people coming into relationships with Jesus, as well as the planting of more than 300 churches or “stations” as they called them in all eighteen Provinces of China.

Let’s think about Hudson’s words for a minute.  “God’s work, done God’s way, will never lack God’s supply.”  So much of the time I’m trying to do what I think is God’s work … but where’s my focus?  What am I really doing to make sure that what I’m doing isn’t just my own work?  Sure, I BEGIN with God … but how often do I turn back to God and commune with Him to make sure that I’m STAYING on track with Him?

This was the problem with Israel before the giving of the Law, and during the time when Israel had Judges in the Land, but no King.  Here’s how this way of living before God is talked about in two places in God’s Word …

JUDGES 17:6; PROVERBS 14:12 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

JUDGES 17:6 In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes. [emphasis added]

PROVERBS 14:12 There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death. [emphasis added]

Gang, the two best ways to return to God and to keep our focus on God throughout the day, not just before our next decision, but along the way as we’re living out our decisions, is FIRST, by spending time in the Bible, God’s Word, each day (PSALM 119:10-11; PROVERBS 2:1), and SECOND, by learning to live in an attitude of unceasing prayer (FIRST THESSALONIANS 5:17).  Because when we don't pursue these two spiritual disciplines of the Christian life, our “works” (even when they’re for God) suffer, and so does our focus … as our fears, our egos, and the things of this world get into our thoughts, and corrupt us, and lead us astray.

But when you and I, as disciples of Jesus Christ, get re-focused on God's work done God's way, we won’t need to worry about the supplies needed to do the work, because God will supply all our needs.  And this is true for us as a church family, and not just for us as individuals.  And oh, how we need this focus, and this direction right now as our elders, our finance team, and our facilities committee continue exploring options for where 2nd Street will “call home” after our contract here at The Armory is up sixteen months from now.  It is all about submission.  Our wills need to submit to God’s will.  And I see an important SECOND FAITH LESSON for us here…

FAITH LESSON 

God’s way, God’s timing, and God’s reward to us may not match up with our way, our timing and how we’re expecting to be rewarded.  Expect God’s rewards, expect God’s blessings, but also expect the unexpected.

MARK 10:32-33 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

32 They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of them; and they were amazed, and those who followed were fearful.  And again He took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him,
33 saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles.

Jesus is referred to by this title Son of Man almost 80 times in The New Testament.  But it’s actually an Old Testament, Hebrew term, used for the first time in GENESIS 13:16 and Jesus often used it of Himself to emphasize His identification with you and me as human beings.

Remember that Jesus was and is fully God and fully man.  His full name – Jesus Christ – reflects His dual nature … Jesus is His human name, that’s why there are still loads of men named “Jesus” around the world … and Christ is His divine name and the Greek version of the Hebrew word Messiah, which means the Chosen One or the Anointed One.
 
I love it here in v. 32 when we read that Jesus was walking on ahead of them.  Jesus was walking toward His arrest and all the difficult things He was telling His disciples about – and notice that each time in MARK where Jesus talks about His future, and about God the Father’s plans for Him, the more graphic and specific He gets.

This is the third time Jesus has talked with His disciples about what would happen once they got to Jerusalem.  And yet, even in spite of the hard things Jesus was telling them about what was waiting for them in Jerusalem, the disciples kept following Him.

Have you ever thought about the tremendous amount of courage Jesus had in order to fully surrender with the plans of God the Father … and how much courage the disciples had to stick it out with Him?  It’s no wonder that as Mark describes Jesus here, he writes that the disciples were amazed by Him.

And Jesus’ courage here to surrender to God’s will is especially amazing when compared to how non-courageous and flat-out fearful you and I so often are when God gives us opportunities to stand up, stand out, and even speak out for Him, but we hold back.  Remember that old children’s song, “This Little Light Of Mine”?  It’s based on something Jesus teaches us in MATTHEW 5 …

MATTHEW 5:14-16 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

14-16 “You are the light that gives light to the world.  A city that is built on a hill cannot be hidden.  And people don’t hide a light under a bowl.  They put it on a lampstand so the light shines for all the people in the house.  In the same way, you should be a light for other people.  Live so that they will see the good things you do and will praise your Father in heaven.

Jesus gave His all for us.  If we’re His followers, let’s give Him our all.  Life’s too short, faith is too precious, and there are too many people in our lives … people we know and love … who aren’t yet in a relationship with Jesus Christ, for us to put our light under a bowl.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here…

FAITH LESSON 

Jesus Christ wasn’t afraid to stand up and stand out for us.  Let’s not be afraid to stand up and stand out for Jesus Christ.

MARK 10:34 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

34 “They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.” 
 
How hard it must have been for Jesus to verbalize to His disciples here what He knew would happen to Him.  The shame.  The pain.  God’s plan laid out in detail.  Yes, He refers back to His resurrection, but it’s all the things He lists before that part that make the hairs on the back of our necks stand up.  And all of this, Jesus Christ would endure because of His love for, not just them 2,000 years ago, but for you and for me right here today.

And it’s the embracing of this very shame, that the Early Church used as a mark of their devotion to Jesus, and as part of the foundation of their strength and the depth of their faith.  Here’s how this shame is referred to in ACTS 5:41 after some of Jesus’ followers appeared before the 71-member Jerusalem Council, also called the Sanhedrin (from the Hebrew word meaning “to sit together”), which was like the Jewish Supreme Court …

ACTS 5:41 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.
 
They weren’t glorifying shame, because like HEBREWS 12:2 tells us, Jesus didn’t do that.  Rather, they were identifying with Jesus in His shame – and they gladly accepted His shame as part of the potential cost of what it meant to follow Jesus with their whole hearts.  And yet even after what Jesus had spoken to them about the first being last and the last being first, and about His upcoming suffering, two of the disciples, brothers, James and John, remain stuck in their old ways of thinking.



MARK 10:35-37 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.”
36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”
37 They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory.”

Believing that once they got to Jerusalem Jesus was going to establish a political Kingdom, they ask Jesus about who would get to sit next to Him.  How slow we are to learn – and so once again Jesus offers some more teaching on what true greatness looks like to God.  It means staying in step with Jesus, walking with Him just ahead of us, so that we’re following Him through life like sheep following their shepherd.

ILLUSTRATION … Several years before the Afghan war began Barbara Walters did a news story on 20/20 on gender roles in Kabul, Afghanistan … and in that story, Walters noted that Afghan women customarily walked about five paces behind their husbands, and they were fighting to change this “out of date”, “prejudicial” custom.

In true journalistic form, Walters returned to Kabul recently and observed that women still walk behind their husbands, but now they seem to walk even further back … often ten or more paces behind them and are happy with the old custom.

Ms. Walters approached one of the Afghani women and asked, “Why do you now seem happy with the old custom that earlier you wanted to see changed?” “Land mines,” said the women.

Gang, you and I, as growing, maturing, transforming disciples of Jesus Christ have got to make the choice every day, in fact, IN EVERY MOMENT OF EVERY DAY, to stay as close to Jesus Christ as possible … not ten or fifteen paces back, and not even five.  Because it’s when we’re right next to Jesus that we find out that as Jesus said in MARK 10:27 “impossible things become possible”, and we avoid so many of the land mines that would otherwise take us out if we were to step right on them instead of staying in step with Jesus.

Throughout The Old Testament (cf., FIRST KINGS 2:19; PSALM 110:1) and in Middle Eastern culture in general, sitting to the RIGHT or the LEFT of the King or any other leader, signified that you held the NUMBER ONE (ON THE RIGHT) and NUMBER TWO (ON THE LEFT) places of authority, rule, and reign under that King or leader.
  
James and John were in Jesus' “inner circle” so to speak (cf., MARK 1:19, 29; 3:17; 5:38; 9:2).  And if Jesus was going to be killed and resurrected in Jerusalem, they no doubt thought this journey with Him was kind of their last open window to put in a request for future assignments.  James and John must have thought that they’d done whatever they thought it took for Jesus to recognize in them what they evidently saw in themselves … THAT THEY DESERVED THESE TWO PLACES OF HONOR in whatever kind of reign Jesus was about to establish.  And Jesus’ answer is that they needed to think, not about self-glory, but about sacrifice.  Note to self.  Do you see it?

MARK 10:38 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”

I believe that James and John loved Jesus … but I also believe they were caught up in their own way of looking at life and faith – and that because of that perspective, they weren’t seeing what it would really take to be counted as great in the Kingdom of God.  And this immature thinking wasn’t because Jesus hadn’t given them some very good instruction on this – even as recently as on this same day.  And so Jesus keeps trying to lovingly pound His wisdom into their hearts and minds.  Sounds like what it takes for you and me to stop being knuckleheads and really listen to and respond to Jesus in obedience.  And what is their response to the questions Jesus asks them?

MARK 10:39-40 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

39 They said to Him, “We are able.”  And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized.
40 “But to sit on My right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

Sometimes we answer questions with a wisdom, a depth, or a dimension that’s beyond what we know.  That’s what is happening here, as James and John answer Jesus that yes, indeed they were able to drink of the cup of sacrifice He would drink, and be baptized, or be immersed into the pain and suffering of what He was about to be immersed in.  And indeed, they would, but in different ways.  You might remember a couple different teachings over the past few years in which I’ve shared with you about how each of the original disciples/apostles died … (FIRST PETER 5:1-4 / 11 FEBRUARY 2007 … JOHN 16:1-4 / 18 JANUARY 2009) … 

JAMES, son of Zebedee and older brother of the disciple/apostle JOHN, was often referred to in the writings of the Early Church Fathers, as “James the Great” (Jesus’ half-brother James was often referred to as “James the Less”).  About ten years after Stephen’s death by stoning (cf., ACTS 6 … which was about 2-3 years after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection), right after being appointed governor of Judea, Herod Agrippa started a wave of persecution against Christians, and James the Great was martyred in Jerusalem, in 44 AD.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
JAMES’ death is the only one of the original disciples/apostles recorded in the Bible.  ACTS 12:2 tells us King Herod killed JAMES by the sword, which probably meant he was beheaded.

JOHN, the younger brother of James, was never martyred, but the very reliable writings of Early Church Historian Eusebius, and of other Early Church Fathers, tell us that John survived an attempt to kill him by immersion into a vat of boiling oil in Rome.  But after JOHN’S miraculous recovery, he was sentenced to the mines on the prison island of Patmos where he received a series of revelations from God and penned The New Testament book of REVELATION.

JOHN was later freed and lived out the rest of his life in and around Ephesus in Asia Minor (now modern-day Turkey), where he died as an old man in 98 AD … about 50 years after his brother JAMES died … and JOHN was the only disciple/apostles we know of to die peacefully.
 
I love Jesus’ response to James and John in vv. 39-40 … “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized.  But to sit on My right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared” and as He spoke these words, I can’t help but imagine a huge smile coming over James and John’s faces.

And when their fellow disciples heard about what Jesus said to James and John, we’ll find out in v. 41 … in our study next Sunday, that they were, in fact jealous, thinking that James and John had won some kind of spiritual lottery.  But knowing personally what drinking His cup and what His baptism meant, I don’t think Jesus was smiling, even as James and John were.

But either way, what a huge contrast between what you and I so often think about and what Jesus thinks about.  Oh friends, let’s get on the same page with Jesus – and learn to look at life and faith through His eyes.  Let’s stay closely in step with Him.  Let’s learn to stay in the center of His plans and His will.  For this is the pathway that will move us out of death and into life, out of darkness and into light, and out of self and into living lives sold out to Jesus Christ.

My friend and author C. Baxter Kruger writes about what Jesus wanted to teach His disciples on this day we’re reading about and digging into here this morning – and of course, it’s what Jesus still longs to teach you and me as His followers here today on the 28th of August, 2011.  And so let me wrap up this morning’s teaching with a poem of Baxter’s called Across All Worlds that he places at the beginning of his 2007 book Across All Worlds:  Jesus In Our Darkness …
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ACROSS ALL WORLDS


Across all worlds
He came for us
With Father’s passion burning

With strength unknown
In Spirit’s fire
He fought for our undoing

What love, what care
What fearless joy
Has found us in the night
That we may know
As He has known
The everlasting light

Awake, My child
Your fear lay down
There’s hope for which you long

The night is day
The Son has come
The Father’s heart is strong

- C. Baxter Kruger [2003]


NEXT WEEK … GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH THROUGH MARK 10:41-11:10.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING! 
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in our day

-

to

-

day lives.  Because as we 

become more like Jesus Christ

, His

 

thoughts

 

begin to become our 

thoughts

, and His 

words

 

begin to become our 

words

, and His 

actions

 

begin to become our 

actions

, and His 

priorities

 

begin to become our 

priorities

.  And this, and nothing short of this, is what it means to be growing, 

maturing,

 

transforming followers of Jesus Christ.  Do you see it?

 

 

This morning we’re going to study through 

MARK 10:28

-

40

.  But before we get into 

those thirteen verses, I want to share with you some thoughts I’ve had rumbling 

around in my heart and mind lately ab

out 

how grateful I am for the 

PRIVILEGE

 

to 

worship w

ith each of you here at 2nd Street, and to share with you in the Mission of 

2nd Street, 

and 

to 

teach God’s Word

 

here with you on Sunday mornings, and on 

Thursday mornings, and at other times and places as

 

the Lord opens the door for me 

to do so … with our staff, with our ministry leaders, with individuals, and with the 

couples and families I meet with throughout any given week.

 

 

Because no matter what I’m doing, I’m a 

pastor

-

teacher

.  And so as I 

shepherd

 

this 

flock (the word 

pastor

 

literally means 

shepherd

), whether it’s in groups large or small, 

or even one

-

on

-

one, I’m consistently bringing people into the presence of Jesus Christ 

by taking them into God’s written Word, the Bible and inviting them to allo

w it to 

become their spiritual compass and standard.

 

 

And so before we dig into our study of 

MARK 10:28

-

40

, I want to share with 

you for a 

few minutes about the 

RESPONSIBILITY

 

of being called to be a teacher of God’s Word.  

Please turn with me in your Bibl

es to 

JAMES 3:1

 

…

 

 

JAMES 3:1

 

(PARAPHRASE)

 

 

1

 

Don’t strive to become

 

teachers

, 

my friends

, 

for those who answer 

God’s call to be teachers

 

will incur

 

a 

stricter

 

[greater] 

judgment than 

others

 

putting their spiritual gifts to use in the Body of Christ [the 

ch

urch] and in the world

.

 

